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Minutes of the Parish Meeting held on 13th November 2018 in Milden Pavilion at 7pm 

 
Chairman: Simon Frost 
Treasurer: Sandy De’Ath 
Clerk:  Sara Godfrey 
 
Present: PC Kevin Stollery, Bryn Hurren, James Finch, Stephen Morley, Joy Morley, Dick 
Histed, Mark Isahak, Bridget Hawkins, Pearl Gee, Denise Thomas, Sarah Bingham, 
Christopher Hawkins, Angus Cundey, Adrian Miles, Geoff McClintic, Anne McClintic, John 
Fulcher 
 
1. Apologies for absence  

 
were received from Jan Ditheridge, Justine Turner, Joe Coulter, John Harrison 
 
2. Minutes of the Parish Meeting held on 24th April 2018 

 
The minutes had been distributed before the meeting. These were accepted as an accurate 
record of that meeting and were duly signed by the Chairman.                         
Proposed: Stephen Morley  Seconded:  John Fulcher 

 
3. Matters arising from those minutes.  
 
In Justine Turner’s absence Sara Godfrey reported that the defibrillator in the phone box was 
registered with the ambulance service and became operational at the end of August. One 
training session has been held with another due on Tuesday 27th November. There are 8 
spaces still available. Anyone that is interested in volunteering for the VETS (Voluntary 
Emergency Telephone Scheme) in the village is asked to contact Justine. Sara Godfrey 
expressed the gratitude of all present (and the whole village) to Justine for her dedication and 
hard work in bringing the defibrillator to the village.  

 
4. Police Report 
 
The Chairman welcomed PC Kevin Stollery of the Suffolk Rural and Wildlife Crime Team 
based at Halesworth. There are only two Rural and Wildlife Crime officers for the whole of 
Suffolk. Their areas of responsibility include heritage crime, such as lead theft as well as illegal 
metal-detecting, hare coursing and other wildlife related crimes. There was lengthy discussion 
of hare coursing and particularly its links to serious organised crime. Parishioners were 
advised to call 999 in the event that they came across hare coursing and not to approach the 
individuals involved. Denise Thomas raised the issue of communication with the Police and 
suggested this was not as easy as it could be. The Police Connect System (which Sara 
Godfrey distributes to the village) keeps villagers informed when relevant crimes have been 
committed in the local area. Individuals may also sign up to this system themselves. 
 
Christopher Hawkins raised the issue of fly-tipping and whether this was a police or council 
matter. PC Stollery remarked that it was often difficult to trace the source of the rubbish. The 
Chairman thought it was the responsibility of the council if dumped on the highway, otherwise 
it was the responsibility of the landowner. 
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The discussion moved on to the increase in the number of local burglaries and the fact that the 
number of PCSOs has been dramatically reduced. The Chairman stated that he thought this 
was a retrograde step. There is no longer any police presence in the village. This does not fall 
under PC Stollery’s team, these types of crimes are dealt with by the Safer Neighbourhood 
Team (SNT). Our Parish Liaison Officer is PC John Gerrish, based at Haverhill. 
 
County Councillor’s Report.  
 
Councillor Finch very kindly provided his written report prior to the meeting which was 
distributed to Parishioners and is attached to these minutes. 
 
In addition to the items covered in his report the cutting of the road verges in the village was 
discussed. These were cut extremely late this year, early September. In many areas they were 
overgrown and made driving/walking/cycling on the village roads very dangerous. Thanks 
were expressed to Christopher Hawkins who cut the verges at the Milden crossroads (with the 
B1115) where visibility can be very poor. 
 
5. District Councillor’s Report 
 

The move to Endeavour House has been an unmitigated disaster. A lot of local staff were lost 
and thereby the link to the local area. Many areas of Council work are understaffed and 
struggling – particular examples are Heritage and Enforcement. The Council is just about 
keeping up with Planning. Sickness and stress related absence has increased 30% and 400 
staff have suffered mental health issues. This is a serious issue and a member of staff has 
been appointed to address it, meetings and forums with staff have been held. There are three 
Customer Access Points in Sudbury, Shotley and Hadleigh. The CAP is in the library at 
Hadleigh on Thursday afternoons. 
 
The Boundary Commission Review for District Council seats in Babergh has concluded. 
Milden will be part of the Box Vale ward. We will lose Lindsey and gain Monks Eleigh and 
Brent Eleigh. The ward will be much larger, around 2,500 electors. District Council Elections 
will take place in May 2019. 
 
Housing continues to be a major issue with 400 homes per year needing to be built in 
Babergh. 2000 homes needed for the required 5-year land supply – Babergh have given 
planning permissions but developers are not moving ahead.  e.g. Chilton Woods, Sproughton 
former sugar beet factory and the former plastics factory at Brantham. 
 
The Goodlands Phase II development in Boxford has been dismissed on appeal on highways 
grounds. The Swan Street area is already very congested. Councillor Hurren was a leading 
light in this campaign and is pleased with the result 
 
The 14,000 replies to the consultation on the Local Plan for Babergh and Mid Suffolk are 
currently being worked through.  
 
The Community Infrastructure Levy, a charge on developers, is up and running. The Parish 
receives 15% of this (it is 25% for villages with a Neighbourhood Plan). Milden has £5000 in 
the pot. Ideas for the use of this gratefully received, Lindsey are considering charging points 
for electric vehicles.  
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The Central Government Grant will be phased out completely. The Council is able to borrow 
£50 million per year from the Government at 2%. They have invested it in investment property 
outside the area in order to earn a good return. Councillor Hurren does not support this and 
thinks local councils should be funded properly.  

Councillor Hurren apologised for the sporadic bin collections we had experienced recently. He 
believes collections are now back on track to which there was general agreement. Problems 
arose due to long term sickness and inexperienced cover. Christopher Hawkins asked whether 
there was a case to change the contractor, Circo. Councillor Hurren replied that the contract 
still had two years to run and there was a lack of an alternative as it was not a competitive 
market. It had been a very good service before the recent difficulties. 

The proposal for Joint Sovereign Council was dead. The Council had wasted £20,000 on a 
telephone poll. Councillor Hurren is against the merger with mid-Suffolk, work-sharing as 
currently happens works well. 

There have been no contentious planning issues in Milden since the last meeting. 
 
 Finance Report 
 
The Treasurer gave the Finance Report. The annual audit of accounts was completed and no 
matters of concern have arisen. 
 
The Treasurer thanked Howard Webb for acting as our internal auditor. 
 
We now have new external auditors, PKF Little John and a slightly different process for 
auditing the annual accounts.  The internal audit now occurs before the Parish Meeting and if 
satisfactory we can accept the Accounting Statements and Annual Governance Statement at 
the Meeting and need only send a Certificate of Exemption to the external auditors. 
 
In order to achieve this the Treasurer will need a couple of extra weeks at the end of the 
financial year before the spring meeting. 
 
Current bank balance is approximately £3100 of which £1000 is left over from the Big Lottery 
Grant for the defibrillator and will be used for ongoing costs. 
 
In view of our healthy bank balance, it is suggested that the precept is maintained  at the 
current level of  £925.29 

 
6. Pavilion/Recreation Ground 

 
Adrian Miles gave the Pavilion report. The pavilion was tidied up and redecorated in advance 
of the August Anniversary Barbecue, which was a great success. Many thanks to all 
committee members who helped out with the work. The car park has been resurfaced. Items 
identified in the playground safety report have been repaired by Stephen Morley. MCC finished 
4th in the league, the Sudbury 3rd team may rent the pitch, which would be welcome additional 
income. 

Sandy De’Ath said that the 10 year electrical inspection was due (last done in 2009). 
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Fund-raising events are planned, including the next Milden Singers Concerts on 17th/18th May. 
All ideas welcome. 

 
7. Superfast Broadband 

 
FTTC connected to Lavenham 11 cabinet is now live. Residents in the main part of the village 
can now upgrade. Drury Lane/Church Road due to get FTTP in summer 2019. Simon to keep 
up communication with Peter Ingram on behalf of the remaining villagers without Superfast.  
 
 
8. Any Other Business 

 
The ownership of the small parcel of land where the phone box is sited was discussed. 
Christopher Hawkins had brought a number of old documents to show the meeting. The area 
was originally the site of the village school and owned by the Powney family. Along with other 
properties it was put up for sale in 1927. The small area of land was not sold and was gifted to 
WWII servicemen by the Powney family. Leslie Sparkes in the village recalls this. Christopher 
and Simon to speak to Leslie. Simon to approach solicitors for advice and to agree a way 
forward. 
 

. 
 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.45pm. 

 
The date for the next meeting in May 2019 will be advised in due course 
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